I 82                   Thomas Hobbes.

whereas age seldom submits to those questions, enquiries,
and contradictions, which the Laws and liberty of con-
versation require : and it hath bin alwaies a lamentation
amongst Mr Hobbes his Friends, that he spent too much
time in thinking, and too little in exercising those thoughts
in the company of other Men of the same, or of as good
faculties; for want whereof his natural constitution, with
age, contracted such a morosity, that doubting and con-
tradicting Men were never grateful to him : In a word,
Mr Hobbes is one of the most antient acquaintance I have 10
in the World, and of whom I have alwaies had a great
esteem., as a Man who besides his eminent parts of Learn-
ing and knowledg, hath bin alwaies looked upon as a Man
of Probity, and a life free from scandal; and it may be
there are few Men now alive, who have bin longer known
to him then I have bin in a fair and friendly conversation
and sociableness.
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Notes by JOHN AUBREY.

I have heard his brother Edm and Mr Wayte his 20
schoole fellow &c, say that when he was a Boy he was
playsome enough: but withall he had even then a con-
templative Melancholinesse. he would gett him into a
corner, and learne his Lesson by heart presently. His
haire was black, & his schoolefellows I were wont to call
him Crowe.

The Lord Chancellour Bacon loved to converse with
him.    He assisted  his Lop: in  translating severall  of
1 * his schoolefellows' written above 'the boyes '.